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Several of them now assemble under

the banyan tree every morning to

discuss ways to earn something and

feed their families.

60,000 contract workers jobless

READ MORE ON »

JAGATBALLAVPUR/HOWRAH:  On  a  sunny
winter  morning,  tens  of  mostly  young  people
are  engaged  in  an  intense  discussion  under  a
banyan  tree  at  Jagatba­llavpur  in  Howrah,
some  50  km  from  down  town  Kolkata.  It's
another  gloomy  morning  for  Jagatballavpur,
home to some 60,000 contract workers, almost
all of whom have lost their jobs in the aftermath
of the government's demonetisation move. 

"Everything was going smoothly till Nov 8," said
Sheikh Samai, who was engaged in cutting and

sewing of women fashion garments at a fashion house in Santa Cruz, Mumbai. 

"Next day when  I went  to  the  facto  ry my manager  told me  that  there will  be
prob  lem  in cash supply and orders may come down.  I  continued  till Nov 21.
Then my em ployer told me that I have to leave as there was very little work,"
he said. 

Samai, 26, is among hundreds of workers who have returned to Jagatballavpur
from  big  cit  ies  such  as  Mumbai,  Delhi  and  Kolkata  as  fashion  houses  cut
production.  A  number  of  Jagatballavpur  villagers,  mostly  from  the  minority
community, have been into embroidery, zari work and tai loring, and their work
is appreciated all over the country . Now, almost all local units have shut shops
due to lack of demand, leaving almost the entire village jobless. 

Villagers  say  that  till November  20,  around  10 matadors would  come  to  their
village to pick up garments to supply to Kolkata markets. "It has stopped from
the third week of November. Wholesalers say there is no demand for garments
now," said Nasirul Islam who stitches garments for a Kolkata wholesaler. 

Several of them now assemble under the banyan tree every morning to discuss
ways to earn something and feed their families. 

"There  is  a  lot  of  tension  at  home  and  this  results  in  fights  with  family
members,"  said  Sheikh  Ramzan,  40,  who  has  been  tailoring  garments  for
wholesalers  in  Kolkata's Metiaburuz, Manglahat  and  Howrah markets  for  the

1

0
Comments

Sutanuka Ghosal

60,000 contract workers
jobless

50% students in Mumbai don't
have employment skills: Survey

Services sector led job creation
in FY16, says CARE Research

FY16 most productive year for
staff hiring: report

Adani Group, NSDC sign pact
to train 300,000 youth by 2022

Bad bosses come in two forms
­ dysfunctional or dark: Study

Foreign jobs now come with
fewer stock options for IIT
passouts

World Bank, Babajob.com
announce partnership

HR lags behind in addressing
employee concerns:
TimesJobs

09:54 AM | 23 DEC

MARKET STATS
LIVE

Search for News, Stock Quotes & NAV's

Indiatimes The Times of India The Economic Times More

ET PortfolioET SpeedMarkets News Industry Small Biz Politics Wealth MF Tech Jobs Opinion NRI Slideshows Magazines More ET NOW

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvawKNTBcH-7BXKqWTjcHpgrvcbY7Mpt-jblaiaqby_aQpUgXkEMBGON-0jbJAOHmARScXAZNbFSKDMnC4roLgX9NieSP4PERBhgzC3frXsacAXZcYqbCf2btXoZuYx0oFEHNTU0GC8BMlkxnTlurVuQ-lK7wQDOyrSmSFsSruIOVz_V81okEKhQUAeLF-yvMQ4yAF6dMWuZNVnJJQWCnZdnUnuMuRdbtsCQipcvRH3SdJqX3EvFbPAaK97nSlX6UccfzhyOdKQfpKWbFwbQTb_vtpy3nHcPd7ckKpw7f8yGMaOLy0DVD9ky8Xif0tKVMx2k5T4FXrmCEWMx-UcQkDVuYpjKEmF6uSFXGgVVQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzN57UxRsC0Gb&adurl=http://uphome.gov.in/dial-100.htm
javascript:sso.login()
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/etlatestnews.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/business/us-sues-barclays-ex-executives-for-mortgage-securities-fraud/articleshow/56131522.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/malabar-district-co-operative-bank-got-rs-169-crore-in-old-notes-in-five-days/articleshow/56131448.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-may-not-meet-2020-export-target-policy-review-ahead/articleshow/56128973.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/rajya-sabha-member-raises-concerns-over-aadhaar-database/articleshow/56107819.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/rajya-sabha-member-raises-concerns-over-aadhaar-database/articleshow/56107819.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indices/sensex_30_companies.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indices/sensex_30_companies.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indices/sensex_30_companies.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indices/nifty_50_companies.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indices/nifty_50_companies.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indices/nifty_50_companies.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/commoditysummary/symbol-GOLD.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/commoditysummary/symbol-GOLD.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/commoditysummary/symbol-GOLD.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/forex_home.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/forex_home.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/forex_home.cms
http://etportfolio.economictimes.indiatimes.com/DashBoard.htm?lang=HIN
javascript:;
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CImz1CaZcWNeJIJrCugT7goLwCbDk89hHy7m8oLcElIW0tAEQASDtgvgfYOXC5IOkDqAB8oWTwQPIAQmpAswbAYjFp08-4AIAqAMByAObBKoE8AFP0P_i3SadJLZwwHG7uFuFa3jrdbAcjt2Qac9h5D9clRU-9uIV-tG8iwD5b3yXujc6_PCAQR1W-SKppyROH0nmeKJa8_u73jp1aizgQVDr4VONooRskjmAMfZ5UPtarhfamXfYFh_08-paFSv8eTpSJeQKlYihAypq_nu0wEhegV9dZU8EJ6AGeZ4ESzm3TdS6n0kzKE29LGsZgzaiqJRnfp-RlRujnTykXUsqo39ZmpYo0sC0-d3f9fY9O4P9BjrSWdn95Y3txyK6WDUJOUVL4AzBH5qHvEB58QkhUgUTkaxBmoCXMQjhWUyXRvtr0XrgBAGIBgGgBi6AB_b57D6oB6a-G9gHANIIBQiAYRAB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRowjmCEo3Q1QbVhWM_iKUfbg&sig=AOD64_0QO02jr5UE-i0_g3Zt21ak7_yG9g&client=ca-pub-2230723027927371&adurl=http://www.wavecity.in/campaign/dreamhomes%3Futm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_campaign%3DDec_DH_Responsive1%26utm_campaignid%3D379445182%26utm_adgroupId%3D37915860858%26utm_adtextid%3D167448778264%26utm_keyword%3D%26placement%3Deconomictimes.indiatimes.com%26device%3Dc
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Jobs
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Daily-wage-workers
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/contract-workers
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/contract-workers
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/jobs
javascript:log('sh_fb','');logonmyt('Shared',page.msid,'Facebook')
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=60,000%20contract%20workers%20jobless&via=economictimes&url=http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/60000-contract-workers-jobless/articleshow/56114757.cms
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/60000-contract-workers-jobless/articleshow/56114757.cms
javascript:void()
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/60000-contract-workers-jobless/articleshow/56114757.cms?prtpage=1
javascript:void(0)
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/etreporter/author-sutanuka-ghosal-19866.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/60000-contract-workers-jobless/articleshow/56114757.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/50-students-in-mumbai-dont-have-employment-skills-survey/articleshow/56106214.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/services-sector-led-job-creation-in-fy16-says-care-research/articleshow/56098906.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/fy16-most-productive-year-for-staff-hiring-report/articleshow/56086646.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/adani-group-nsdc-sign-pact-to-train-300000-youth-by-2022/articleshow/56067859.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/bad-bosses-come-in-two-forms-dysfunctional-or-dark-study/articleshow/56062512.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/fabled-esops-no-longer-tell-fairy-tales-at-iits/articleshow/55989782.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/world-bank-babajob-com-announce-partnership/articleshow/55963489.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/hr-lags-behind-in-addressing-employee-concerns-timesjobs/articleshow/55959527.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/marketstats.cms
http://www.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://etportfolio.economictimes.indiatimes.com/DashBoard.htm?vendorCode=985a8ea7f8077b44b982541e5be9b561
http://speed.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/markets/1977021501.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/newshome.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/articlelist/13352306.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/articlelist/5575607.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/politicsnation.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/personal-finance/personalfinance/837555174.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/mutual_funds.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/articlelist/13357270.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs/articlelist/107115.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/opinionshome/897228639.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/nri/nrihome.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/slideshows.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/panache.cms
javascript:void()
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/et-now/videohome/4413218.cms


Get a Quote Browse Companies
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z | 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Browse Mutual Funds
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

Other Times Group news sites

Times of India | इकनॉ耂मक टाइ頄स 
ઈકોનોિમક ટાઈ畹�સ | Mumbai Mirror 
Times Now | Indiatimes 
नवभारत टाइ頄स | महारा调頄 टाइ頄स 
′ಜಯ ಕ¡ಾ≠ಟಕ | Lifehacker 
Gizmodo | Eisamay | IGN India
NavGujarat Samay

Living and entertainment
Timescity | iDiva | Zoom |  
Luxpresso | Gaana | Happytrips |
Cricbuzz | Get Smartapp

Networking
itimes | MensXP.com

Hot on the Web
Budget 2017 | Sensex, Nifty Live
Year­End Special 2016 | UP &
Punjab Assembly Elections 2017
Live: Currency
Demonetisation | Gold Rate
RBI Monetary Policy

Services
ads2book | Gadgetsnow | Free Business Listings
Simplymarry | Astrospeak | Timesjobs | Magicbricks | Zigwheels | Timesdeal |
dineout | Filmipop | Remit2india | Gaana | Greetzap | Techradar | Alivear |
Google Play

About us / Advertise with us / Terms of Use & Grievance Redressal / Privacy Policy / Feedback / Sitemap / Code of Ethics / / Disclaimer Copyright © 2016 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved.

Live Market News Portfolio Mobile Live TV Newsletter Commodities Speed QnA Blogs Alerts RSS

Jobs | Daily Wage Workers | Contract WorkersREAD MORE ON »

Comments Add Your Comments

last  24  years. He has been earning Rs 2,000 every week. These people are
hopeful that the tide will turn by the month end. Everybody , as Samai said, is
"eagerly waiting for a call" from their employer. "We will wait till December 30,"
said Sheik Jamir. 

"We feel this is a short­term pain which will lead to a long­term gain for all of us.
Till  such  time  we  will  bear  this  pain,"  said  Jamir  who  is  engaged  in  sewing
readymade  garments.  As  of  now,  the  pain  seems  to  be  getting  worse.  The
neighbourhood  grocer,  who  sold  everyday  items  to  villagers  on  credit  in  the
initial days, now refuses to do it anymore. 

"Prices of pulses  is Rs 120 per kg. How  long can  I continue  to give credit on
these  items?  "  said  the  grocer.  Those  who  have  some  agricultural  land  are
finding  it difficult  to sow rabi crop as credit  line  from  local cooperative society
has dried up. 

"Rice millers have told us they will give Rs 1,200 per quintal for our paddy if we
accept old notes. If we don't, then they are offering Rs 1,000 per quintal which
is same as our cost of production. It is a distress sale for us. We are no getting
loan  for  rabi  crop  from cooperative  society"  said Rafikul Ali, who owns 2,680
sqm, of agriculture land.
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